THE PRESENT SITUATION

(A lecture delivered under the auspices oL^he Bombay
National Union by Srijut AurobindtyJm$9to a large
gathering at Mahajan Wadi,jBffi$, on Sunday, the
January, 1908.}
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MY feUow-coun^gplH? Mr. Ranade has said that

there is no President here, but that God himself is our
President. I accept that remark in the most reverent
spirit, and before addressing you, I ask Him first to
inspire me. I have been asked to speak on the "Needs
of the Present Situation*" What is the present situation?
What is the situation of this country today? Just as I
was coming in, this paper (showing the copy of the 'Bande
Mataram' newspaper) was put into my hands, and
looking at the first page of it, I saw two items of news,
"The 'Yugantar' Trial, Judgment delivered, the Printer
convicted and sentenced to two years5 rigorous impri-
sonment" The other is "Another Newspaper Prosecu-
tion, The 'Navasakti* Office sacked and searched,
Printer let out on a bail of Rs. 10,000." This is the
situation of the country today. Do you realise what I
mean? There is a creed in India today which calls